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Topics Covered

 History 
 Background on Weed 

Law

 Duties of the Weed Law

 Unlawful acts, 
enforcement and cost-
share program

 Introduction to the 12 
statewide and 2 county-
option NX weeds.

 Other Regulated Weeds
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Noxious Weed Law History

 1883

 Law was passed requiring road overseers 
of counties to remove cockleburs, sand 

burs … and other obnoxious weeds

 1895

 Law required all persons etc. to control and 
eradicate Russian thistle and Canada thistle
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Noxious Weed Law History

 1922

 Dr. L.E. Call K-State Agricultural College

 “Field bindweed is decidedly the most 
dangerous weed in the state”

 1934

 Kansas Board of Agriculture called a state 
wide meeting to consider legislation to 
control field bindweed
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Noxious Weed Law History

 1937
 Kansas Noxious Weed Law Passed

 K.S.A. 2-1314 to K.S.A. 2-1333

 Duty to control was placed upon the 
landowner

 First annual weed conference

 1945
 Sections added to prevent spread of NX 

weeds

 Russian Knapweed, hoary cress; County 
option - johnsongrass
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Noxious Weed History

 1961
 Canada thistle, quackgrass, leafy spurge, burragweed, 

pignut and goatgrass

 1963
 Musk thistle; Johnsongrass to statewide

 1972
 Goatgrass removed

 1981
 Kudzu

 1982
 Multiflora Rose added as option

 1988
 Sericea lespedeza added as option

 2001
 Sericea lespedeza changed to statewide
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Duties of the Weed Law

 Legislature

 Determines which 
weeds are on the 

noxious weed list

Musk thistle
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Duties of the Weed Law

 KDA (K.S.A. 2-1315 to 2-1317)

 Approve employment of supervisor and 
management plans

 Adopt and publish control regulations

 Herbicides listed for cost-share

 Enter agreements with federal government 
agencies

 Provide annual report form, general notice
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Duties of the Weed Law

 County Commissioners (K.S.A. 2-1316 & 
2-1322)

 Employ competent person as weed director

 Annual report by Feb. 15

 Management plan by June 1

 Purchase and maintain equipment and 
chemicals

 Maintain records
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Duties of the Weed Law

 Weed Directors (K.S.A. 2-1316 & 2-1331)

 Cooperate with KDA

 Make annual survey of NX weeds

 Consult, advise, and render assistance to 
landowners

 Investigate or aid in the investigation and 
prosecution of violations 
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Enforcement of Weed Law

 Enforcement Notices 
(K.S.A 2-1331)

 General

 Provided by KDA

 Published on or before 
April 1

 Warning (Official)

 Given instead of general 
or in addition to

 Legal

 Specific requirements

Sericea Lespedeza

10/21/2010

Enforcement of Weed Law

 Prosecution (K.S.A. 2-1323)

 Fine - $100 per day up to $1500

 Sign Diversion Agreement

 Entry up land (K.S.A. 2-1330)

 Township, county, or state official

 Reasonable time
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Kansas Noxious Weed Law

 Unlawful Acts (K.S.A. 2-
1325 to 2-1329)

 Sell, offer for sale or give 
away infested screenings

 Sell, barter or give away 
infested nursery stock 
etc.

 Custom harvest machines  
must be clean and 
labeled

Field Bindweed
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Kansas Noxious Weed Law

 Unlawful Acts (K.S.A. 2-
1325 to 2-1329)

 Sell, offer for sale, etc, 
infested livestock feed

 Feed infested lives stock 
feed except on the farm 
where grown

Musk thistle
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Certified Weed Free Forage

 54 species of weeds

 Required on federal properties

 Required for mulch hay by many State 
DOT’s

 Reduces the spread of weeds

 Adds value to forage

 Provides access to markets
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Funding of Weed Law

 K.S.A. 2-1318

 Separate levy

 Noxious Weed Fund – Only for noxious 
weed control

 Based on inventory of weeds in county

 Cities may set aside money from general 
fund for NX weed control
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Kansas Noxious Weed Law

 Cost-Share Herbicides (K.S.A. 2-1318 & 2-1322)

 Only for noxious weeds 

 Only or “tax payers”

 If the mil levy or its equivalent for noxious weeds is 
less than 1.5 mills - must sell at 50 to 75% of the 

counties cost

 If the mil levy or its equivalent is equal or greater 
than 1.5 mills - sell at 75 to 100% of the counties cost

 County may adopt a cost share certificate system
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Kansas Noxious Weed 
Regulations

1.  Official Control Plans

2.  Definition of a 
competent supervisor

3.  Bio-control program

4.  Sericea lespedeza 
disaster program

Sericea lespedeza
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12 Statewide Noxious Weeds 
in KS

 Right now - field 
bindweed, musk thistle, 
sericea lespedeza, 
johnsongrass, 
burragweed, Canada 
thistle, leafy spurge, hoary 
cress, Russian knapweed, 
pignut, quackgrass, kudzu

 County option – Multiflora 
rose and bull thistle Sericea lespedeza

Web Based Interactive Map
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Kansas Noxious Weeds

 Field Bindweed

 Perennial that originated 

from Eurasia

 Reproduces with seeds 
and Rhizomes

 2 small bracts located ½” 
below flower

 2.1 million acres reported 
infested in KS.
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Kansas Noxious Weeds

 Field bindweed
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Kansas Noxious Weeds

 Musk Thistle
 Usually Biannual 

from Eurasia

 Spends 90% of life 
as rosette

 Bolts in early spring

 1,009,000 acres 

reported
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Kansas Noxious Weeds

 Musk Thistle
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Kansas Noxious Weeds

 Sericea Lespedeza
 Newest statewide NX 

weed

 Perennial legume from 
eastern Asia

 Trifoliate - 3 baseball bat 
shaped leaves

 Planted on mined land 
areas in SE KS and in 
early CRP

 585,000 acres reported in 
KS
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Kansas Noxious Weeds

 Sericea Lespedeza
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Kansas Noxious Weeds

 Johnsongrass

 Perennial grass from Mediterranean

 Reproduces from seeds and rhizomes

 468,000 acres reported in KS
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Kansas Noxious Weeds

 Johnsongrass
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Kansas Noxious Weeds

 Burragweed

 Native perennial

 Reproduces by 
seeds and 
rhizomes

 Silver leaves and 
burs that contain 
2 seeds

 101,300 acres 

reported, mainly 
in western KS.
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Kansas Noxious Weeds

 Burragweed
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Kansas Noxious Weeds

 Canada Thistle

 Perennial from Eurasia 
and North Africa

 Reproduces from 
rhizomes and seeds

 Dioecious plant (male 
and female plants)

 14,000 acres reported 
in KS
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Kansas Noxious Weeds

 Canada thistle
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Kansas Noxious Weeds

 Leafy Spurge

 Perennial from 
Eurasia

 Rhizomes and seeds

 Toxic to Cattle
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Kansas Noxious Weeds

 Leafy Spurge
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Kansas Noxious Weeds

 Hoary Cress

 Perennial from Eurasia

 Rhizomes and seeds

 Causes minor skin irritation
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Kansas Noxious Weeds

 Hoary Cress
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Kansas Noxious Weeds

 Quackgrass

 Perennial from 
Eurasia

 Reported in NE KS
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Kansas Noxious Weed

 Pignut

 Perennial legume native to western US

 Reported in Meade and Morton Co
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Kansas Noxious Weeds

 Russian knapweed
 Perennial

 Infests disturbed 
areas

 Reported in Shawnee 
and Dickinson Co
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Kansas Noxious Weeds

 Kudzu

 Legume used to stabilize bank erosion in the 

South

 Only known infestation is in Cherokee and 
Crawford Counties
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Kansas Noxious Weeds

 County-option Weeds

Multifora rose - 8 Counties Bull thistle – 13 Counties
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Other Applicable Laws

 Kansas Seed Law

 Administered by the Kansas Dept. of 
Agriculture

 Species in the weed law are prohibited 
seeds in the Seed Law

 Kansas Plant Pest Act

 Regulate Live Plant Dealers (Nurseries)

 Quarantines



8

10/21/2010

Kansas Quarantined Weeds

 Purple Loosestrife 
(Lythrum salicaria)

 Perennial sold as 
an ornamental up 
to Jan. 2002

 Lake, riparian and 
wetland plant
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Kansas Quarantined Weeds

 Grecian Foxglove

 Escaped 
ornamental native 

to Eastern Europe

 Perennial and 
only spreads by 
seeds
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Kansas Quarantined Weeds

 Tamarisk (Salt Cedar)

 KS newest quarantine

 Perennial shrub from 
Eurasia

 Introduced as ornamental 
and stream bank 
stabilization

Tamarisk in bloom
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Kansas Quarantined Weeds

 KS quarantines all Federal noxious 
weeds.

 72 Terrestrial

 Cogon grass (Japanese blood grass)

 19 Aquatic weeds

 4 species of giant salvania

 Hydrilla

10/21/2010

Giant Salvinia

 Federal Noxious Weed

 Four noxoius species

 Salvinia molesta

 Salvinia biloba

 Salvinia herzogii

 Salvinia auriculata

 Native - Salvinia 
minima
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Giant Salvinia

 Floating aquatic 
weed (Fern)

 Reproduces with 
spores

 Has an explosive 
reproductive nature

 Popular in water 
garden trade
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Giant Salvinia

 Over winter in KS?

 Hasn’t survived KS 
winter where 

observed

 Power plant 
cooling lakes 
potential habitat

Photographer: Scott Robinson,
Georgia Dept. of Natural Resources

10/21/2010

Hydrilla

 Hydrilla verticillata.

 Federal Noxious Weed

 Submersed aquatic 
weed

 Forms dense mats of 
vegetation

 Competitive advantage 
- able to grow in low 
light
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Hydrilla

 Reproduces with turions, 
broken plant parts, and 
tubers

 First record in KS during 
Summer of 06 at a 
Lawrence water garden

 Now Established in 
Olathe Park Pond

 Easily spread by boats 
and waterfowl

 Can Over Winter
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Hydrilla

 Management
 Imazamox, diquat, endothall, 

and fluridone can control
 Non-selective herbicides

 Grass Carp
 Other negative impacts

 Other Mechanical Methods

 Large problem once 
established
 “Ounce of prevention worth a 

pound of cure”
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Kansas Noxious Weed Law

Questions?


